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MINISTER OF
Communications, Law & Justice
and
Electronics and Information Technology
Government of India

AR W

.~ RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD

D.O. No. 20-03/2019-PR

24 0CT 2019
Dear Shri Sarbananda Sonowal Ji,

I am enclosing a letter from Secretary, Department of Telecommunications,
Government of India addressed to the Chief Secretary requesting for intervention by the
State Government in the matter of payment of electricity dues by Bharat Sanchar Nigam
Limited (BSNL), a Public Sector Undertaking, providing telecommunications services.

You will appreciate that BSNL maintains a vast network, even in remote areas. In
fact, BSNL is operating 23,000 rural wirelines exchanges across the country.
Disconnection of electricity connection due to non-payment for electricity supplied to
Mobile phone towers, wireline telephone exchanges and administrative buildings of
BSNL is causing disruption of services including in rural, hilly and inaccessible areas
where BSNL may, perhaps, be the only source of telecommunications for local residents.

It is requested that the State Government favourably considers the request for
moratorium on payment by BSNL to State Electricity Board/Discoms till 31 .03.2020 and
thereafter BSNL can settle the dues in 4 quarterly instalments with waiver of
interest/penalty/surcharge.

Further, payments due to BSNL from State  Government
Departments/Undertakings may kindly be settled on priority.
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I'look forward to a favourable response from the State Government.

With regards,
Yours sincerely,

\
/L—./‘/’
(RAVI SHANKAR PRAS )
Shri Sarbananda Sonowal .
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